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 tockport Academy 

has been recognised as one 

of the best secondary 

schools in the country after 

being shortlisted for a 

prestigious national award. 

We were one of just eight 

secondary schools to make 

it to the final of the 

’Secondary School of the 

Year Category’ at the TES 

(Times Educational 

Supplement) Schools 

Awards, which took place in 

London on 23rd June. 

Stockport Academy is no 

stranger to awards success, 

having picked up back-to-

back honours at the MEN 

Schools Awards for ‘Best 

School Newsletter/Website’ 

and ‘Headteacher of the 

Year’ in 2016 and 2015 

respectively. 

Student achievement has 

also brought recognition, 

with the Academy receiving 

the Diana Anti-Bullying 

Award, the national 

Discovering Democracy 

Award and the IAG (Careers 

Information and Guidance) 

Gold Award all in the past 

year.  

Executive Principal Mr 

McCarron said: “Just to be 

shortlisted for this 

prestigious award is a huge 

honour and a fantastic 

testament to the hard work 

that everyone from 

students to staff, parents 

and governors have put into 

a school that we are all 

extremely proud of.” 

This award isn’t the only 

reason we have to celebrate 

this term. Turn over for 

details on our success at the 

‘Best In Everyone’ Awards, 

our annual Prizegiving 

Ceremony and the many 

individual student 

achievements over the last 

few months.  
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Mr Frank McCarron, 

Executive Principal 

 

Best In Everyone 

Principals’ Message 
What an end to our most 
successful year yet in the 
history of the Academy! 
We have had an amazing 
12 months – winning three 
trophies at the United 
Learning Best In Everyone 
Awards, the IAG Gold 
Award and the School 
Games Gold Award to 
name but a few of the 
accolades we have picked 
up along the way. Our 
drama group has appeared 
at a national theatre, our 
dance group have 
represented United 
Learning at the IDeas 
Festival, our gaming group 
were asked to appear on 
BBC Newsround, our 
Rollercoaster Club won the 
Siemens Rollercoaster 
Challenge Award for 
Design and Flair… and this 
is all before we even get 
around to the magnificent 
achievement of being one 

of only eight finalists in the 
whole of the UK for the 
title of Secondary School 
of the Year at the national 
Times Educational 
Supplement’s School 
Awards! Most importantly, 
we’ve achieved the best 
results we have ever 
achieved at the Academy 
and our progress puts us in 
the Top Three schools in 
Stockport. 

  

Over this year, all of us at 
the Academy consider 
ourselves so lucky and 
privileged to have worked 
with so many beautiful 
young people, to watch 
them grow, to develop and 
blossom into wonderful 
confident, strong, high 
achieving, dependable, 
resilient, decent young 
adults with a growth 
mindset. In September, we 

welcome our largest ever 
Year 7 cohort and we look 
forward to helping them 
to believe in the beauty of 
their dreams whether this 
be academic, musical, 
artistic, dramatic or 
sporting as they begin 
their five-year journey 
with us. 

  

Of course, none of this 
would be possible without 
our amazing staff, 
governors and supportive 
families – and from the 
bottom of our hearts we 
thank you for making the 
last year the runaway 
success we could have 
only dreamed of when we 
first arrived at the 
Academy five years ago. 

A group of our students and 

staff made their way down to 

Stratford-Upon-Avon at the 

end of June for United 

Learning’s annual Best In 

Everyone Awards - and picked 

up three top prizes in the 

process. 

Our Peer Mentors won the 

‘Pupil Team Of The Year’ 

category, while Safeguarding 

Officer Mrs Nicholls was 

honoured with the title of 

‘Support Staff Member Of The 

Year’. Finally, Head Girl Megan 

Deans completed the set after 

achieving the evening’s 

‘Student Leadership Award’. 

Executive Principal Mr 

McCarron said: “All of our 

winners are incredibly 

deserving of their success and 

it is testament to the whole 

school that we were 

recognised across so many 

areas against a really high 

standard of competition.” 

Mrs Janine McCann,  

Associate Principal 
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Seven-Year Shaun Bows Out In Style 

I S S U E  3 5  

Saying Hello To The Halle 
Our Choir had the honour of 

performing with the Halle Orchestra 

at the Bridgewater Hall in 

Manchester in June. The group 

attended the ‘Come And Play With 

The Halle Orchestra’ event after 

being invited by Stockport Music 

Service. 

They performed two songs, the 

second of which was written 

especially for the show to celebrate 

everything great about Greater 

Manchester. 

Music Teacher Ms Stevenson said:  

“It was a real honour to perform 

with the world-famous Halle 

Orchestra and certainly a 

moment our students will never 

forget. 

“Thank you to Bridgewater Hall, 

Stockport Music Service and of 

course the Halle themselves for 

letting us take part.” 

You can watch a video of their 

performance on our website. 

This year we have witnessed the emergence of 

Stockport Academy’s Girls Rugby Team, who won their 

first ever tournament in June.   

Sale Sharks have spent 12 weeks giving regular training 

sessions to students at the Academy with the aim of 

introducing more young people to the sport. 

The practice certainly seems to have paid off—with the 

girls winning the Stockport Schools Tag Rugby 

Competition held at Manchester Rugby Club.  

PE Teacher Ms Dent said: “I am super proud of our girls 

and how much they have achieved in such a short 

amount of time. Well done ladies!” 

Our annual Prizegiving Ceremony took place in July, 

celebrating the best of Stockport 

Academy over the last year. 

The glamorous event was held 

at Stockport Plaza Theatre, with 

over 300 awards handed out on 

the night to more than 200 

students. 

One of the highlights saw Sixth 

Form student Shaun Brady 

receive special recognition for achieving a staggering 

100%  attendance record over his seven years at the 

Academy! 

This year’s guest speaker was Ben 

Smith, who ran 401 marathons in 401 

days to raise awareness of anti-bullying 

and anti-homophobia.  

Our talented steel band and choir also 

performed, while £5,000 was donated 

to our three charities for the year—St 

Ann’s Hospice, Signpost Stockport for 

Young Carers and Habarana School in Sri Lanka. 

Try And Succeed! 

Outside Manchester’s famous 

Bridgewater Hall. 
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A ‘Bon Voyage’ In Normandy 

“The visit was 

an excellent 

opportunity for 

our Year 8s to 

practise their 

French skills 

and see their 

History lessons 

come to life.” 

-Ms Hindley 

Our Year 8 students spent 
the best part of a week in 
Normandy to improve 
their French and History 
skills. 

A group of 25 students 
made the trip to the north 
of France, setting off from 
the Academy on Tuesday 
evening by coach. They 
arrived in Dover at 5am 
the following morning 
before making the short 
trip across the Channel by 
ferry. 

Their stamina was to be 
rewarded with a stop-off 
visit to Honfleur for ice 
cream and they eventually 
arrived at the château that 
was to be their home for 
the next few days by late 
Wednesday afternoon. 
After a spot of swimming 
and a delicious evening 
meal, the group played 

‘It’s A Knockout’ in the 
grounds before getting a 
well-deserved good 
night’s sleep! 

The next morning was a 
busy one – with a trip to a 
local market followed by a 
visit to Omaha Beach (the 
site of the D-Day 
landings). This extended 
history lesson continued 
with students paying their 
respects at a US Second 
World War cemetery and 
a tour of Les Batteries Sur 
La Mer. 

A final full day for the 
group saw them delving 
even deeper into the 
history books as they 
visited the Bayeux 
Tapestry. Later, they took 
part in a demonstration on 
how chocolate is made at 
a chocolate factory. Their 
final night was celebrated 

with a disco and an 
evening at the arcades. 

Head of Modern Foreign 
Languages Ms Hindley 
said: “We had such a good 
time and I could not have 
asked for a better group of 
students to come on this 
visit to France. The staff at 
the château we stayed at 
told me their behaviour 
was the best they’ve seen, 
which is a superb 
compliment to receive. 

“The visit was an excellent 
opportunity for our Year 
8s to practise their French 
skills in real-life scenarios 
whilst seeing their History 
studies come to life and I 
would like to thank all 
students who took part as 
they were a credit both to 
themselves and Stockport 
Academy.” 
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 Busting A Move With George 

Our Year 10 drama group raised the 

roof after wowing judges and their 

audience at the Connections 

Theatre Festival. 

The group had been given a play 

called ‘Three’ to make their own. 

The script was a cleverly written 

piece that allowed the audience to 

hear their inner thoughts as well as 

what they were actually saying out 

loud. 

Having already been visited by a 

National Theatre representative at 

the Academy, when students acted 

out their production before 

receiving feedback, this time they 

performed in front of a lively 

audience in Manchester at the 

Home Theatre. 

Their performance itself was really 

well received and achieved good 

feedback from the judges. Once 

every play has been performed, the 

best productions will be invited 

down to London at the National 

Theatre itself. 

Drama Teacher Ms Keough said: 

“This was an amazing opportunity 

and the experience gave the 

students a real insight into theatre 

as a career.” 

Stockport Academy’s dance group 

showed one of the country’s best 

dancers how to bust a move at United 

Learning’s annual IDeas Festival 

(IDFest). 

The 30 performers – represented by all 

year groups in school and Sixth Form – 

put on a choreographed interpretation 

of Pharrell’s ‘Happy’ in front of four 

primary schools and two other 

secondaries at AKS School in Lytham as 

part of a day celebrating culture, music 

and dance. 

After spending the morning leading a 

number of workshops to teach primary 

school students the moves to the 

dance, they were involved in a grand finale that also 

featured former Britain’s Got Talent winner George 

Sampson. 

George won the national television competition in 

2008 and has since gone on to develop a career as a 

professional dancer and actor – and was happy to 

receive instructions from Stockport Academy 

students so he could take part in the dance too. 

He then performed a solo routine and spoke to 

students about his perseverance to become a 

Britain’s Got Talent champion. 

Head of Performing Arts Mrs Campbell said: “Our 

dance group really did themselves proud and we 

actually received several comments from 

Headteachers of the other schools on what a high 

standard they performed to. 

“Well done to everyone involved as the amount of 

work that went into perfecting their routine really 

paid off.”  
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Aiming High To Beat Homophobia 
Students and staff at 

Stockport Academy 

celebrated Anti-Homophobia 

Week in the most uplifting of 

ways. 

Over 350 balloons 

representing the multi-

coloured pride flag were 

released by students on 

Friday in celebration of the 

life of its creator Gilbert 

Baker, who sadly passed away 

earlier in the year. Check out 

this magnificent spectacle in 

the video on our website. 

Throughout the week, our 

Peer Mentors arranged a 

wide range of activities to 

raise awareness of anti-

homophobia, from special 

assemblies to bake sales and 

dance performances in the 

atrium. 

At the end of the week, 

students were encouraged to 

come to school in colourful 

non-uniform to help raise 

money for charity. 

Year 10 Pastoral Manager Mr 

Cheetham said: “Our Peer 

Mentors have worked 

exceptionally hard to ensure 

Anti-Homophobia Week was a 

success and their dedication 

has certainly paid off. 

“It is great to see so many 

students becoming engaged 

with this important issue and 

it sends out a strong 

message.” 

SMSC Day Has It All 

Our final SMSC Day of the year 

offered students the chance to try a 

range of new activities while also 

raising awareness of some really 

important issues. 

The whole school spent the day off 

the usual timetable of lessons as a 

raft of special visitors were 

welcomed through the doors to 

lead sessions on issues that covered 

everything from health and 

wellbeing to exam stress. 

 One of the highlights was a talk in 

the Main Hall from former gang 

member Gavin McKenna, who 

turned his life around to become a 

born again Christian. 

Gavin talked to students 

about his past life 

experiences to educate 

students on the dangers 

of gang life and how to 

avoid getting caught up 

in being involved with 

them. 

Meanwhile, SMSC Day for Year 9 

focused on active lifestyles, with 

students having a go at alternative 

sports such as archery and caving – 

the latter of which involved a 

unique ‘Cavebus’; a converted 

schoolbus that simulates the 

experience of cave exploration. 
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Farewell Class Of 2017! 
We said goodbye to our Year 11s in June, seeing them off in style with this year’s prom at Lancashire 

County Cricket Club. 

The stylish bash was the perfect send-off, with limos, prom dresses and stylish suits in abundance. 

However, it won’t be too long before we see them again, as they will be coming into the Academy to 

pick up their GCSE results on  24th August! 
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Year 7,8 and 9 students 

met a real-life astronaut in 

May. 

The group visited sister 

school William Hulme’s 

Grammar School to take 

part in an audience with 

Michael Foale. Michael was 

the first Briton to perform a 

space walk and has spent 

more time in space than 

anyone else in the UK. 

He explained how he 

became an astronaut and 

talked about a number of 

his space shuttle missions, 

along with anecdotes about 

his time on the Mir and 

International Space 

Stations. 

Michael showed the group 

a number of videos he 

recorded while spending 

time in space, going into 

detail about the challenge 

of living in zero gravity 

conditions and working in 

extremely confined spaces. 

Students then quizzed the 

astronaut on everything 

from his thoughts on the 

privatisation of space 

exploration to what 

qualifications would be 

needed to follow in his 

footsteps. 

500-Word Farah Pens A Classic 
One of our students has 

showcased her writing 

talents after her work was 

judged to be among the best 

in the country in a national 

contest. 

Year 8 student Farah Abdel 

Rehman - who volunteers as 

a student librarian - entered 

her short story, ‘The Shadow 

In The Darkness’, into the 

BBC’s 500 words 

competition. The challenge 

involves young people aged 

between 10 and 13 writing a 

story that contains no more 

than 500 words.  

Her hard work has paid off 

after she was shortlisted into 

the final 5,000 entries – 

beating 125,000 other 

stories to make it to this 

stage of the competition. 

Stockport Academy 

Librarian Mr Clarke said: 

“Farah’s story tells of a 

terrifying encounter in the 

night and is both a gripping 

and descriptive read. 

“She’s done brilliantly to get 

this far and we are all 

extremely proud of her 

achievement.” 

Over The Moon 

“We were incredibly 

privileged to have 

been able to meet 

and listen to Michael 

and I’m sure this is 

an experience that 

will stay with us for 

the rest of our lives. 

“Our students were 

greatly inspired by 

the visit and it could 

well represent the 

start of a very 

exciting career path 

for any one of 

them!” 

- Mr Campbell  

Head of Science 
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There have been plenty of occasions when we’ve welcomed younger members of the 

community into the Academy this term—from the finals of the Stockport School Sports 

Partnership football to netball. If you spot yourself (or your child) on any of the photos 

below, please email chris.prince@stockport-academy.org to win a prize. 

Photo Competition - Summer Term 

Here is a date for the diary if 

you’re a parent or carer of a 

student in Year 6 - our Open 

Evening will take place on 

Wednesday 20th September 

between 6-8pm. 

Last year’s was our busiest ever 

with around 500 people through 

the door on the night, resulting 

in our biggest ever Year 7 cohort 

starting with us in the Autumn 

Term. 

Visitors can expect an evening 

that gives them a real taste 

of life at the Academy, with 

the opportunity to speak to 

staff and students about the 

step up to a school that was 

recently one of just eight to 

be shortlisted for the TES 

Secondary School of the 

Year Award. 

In the meantime, please 

consider following us on 

Twitter (@sptacademy) to 

receive regular snapshots of 

what we get up to each day! 
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Our Sixth 

Form Business 

Studies 

students put 

on a charity 

event to 

remember - 

to raise 

money for 

good causes 

and complete their 

coursework at the same 

time. 

The group planned a 

number of ways they 

could encourage Years 7, 8 

and 9 to donate, before 

marketing the event, 

setting it up and then 

managing the day. 

Students were charged £1 

each to wear their own 

clothes instead of school 

uniform and had access  

to a range of things to    

do including a roller disco, 

dance mats, an inflatable 

assault course and a 

crossbar challenge 

competition where the 

winner could walk away 

with a signed Stockport 

County shirt. 

However, the most 

popular part of the day by 

far was the ‘Soak The 

Teacher’ 

activity, which 

saw Mr 

Goodall, Mr 

Cheetham and 

Mrs Nicholls 

bravely 

volunteering 

for students to 

pour buckets of 

water over their heads 

and throw wet sponges at 

them in exchange for a 

donation to charity.  

Assistant Principal Ms 

Scullion said: “The 

students were really 

passionate about bringing 

this project to life and can 

be extremely proud of 

everything they achieved 

on the day.” 

Making A Splash For Charity 

 

 

 

One of our Year 11 students 

spent two days in London after 

being personally invited as a 

guest speaker to inspire other 

young women. 

Destiny Wong was asked to 

come to the capital to speak in 

front of a large group of 

people at the Aspire Women 

Making A Difference (MAD) 

Leadership for Girls event after 

being nominated by her sister. 

Janet Jenkins from Aspire said: 

“During her interview for the 

opportunity, Destiny spoke 

passionately about her desire 

to be a leader both at her 

school and in her community 

and how her experiences while 

attending Stockport Academy 

have helped to shape her into 

the amazing young woman she 

is today.” 

Destiny was part of a panel 

that discussed how you can 

‘increase your courage and 

become fearless to achieve 

your objectives’. She talked 

about ways to become more 

confident in everyday life. 

Destiny Shows Star Quality 

“Students were really 

passionate about 

bringing this project 

to life.” 

- Ms Scullion 

Assistant Principal 
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A Term In Tweets 
What’s being said on social media? Follow us @sptacademy 



What would you like to see in the newsletter?  

Is there something you particularly like or 

dislike?    Please   tell   us   by    emailing     

chris.prince@stockport-academy.org. 

 

Contact us: 

Post:  Stockport Academy, Heathbank Road 

Cheadle Heath, Stockport SK3 0UP 

Phone: 0161 283 0330 

E-mail: enquiries@stockport-academy.org 

Website:  www.stockport-academy.org 

Twitter: @sptacademy 

Have your say…. 

         Autumn Term 2017 

17th  August:  A Level Results Day 

24th August:  GCSE Results Day 

20th September: Year 6 Open Evening 

1st-3rd November:  School Production  

25th November: Christmas Market 

7th December: Christmas Concert 

 

 

Group emails 

Group emails allow you to get in touch with staff quickly.  
Simply use the relevant email address and include the staff 
member you wish to contact in the message.  You will get a 
response within 48 hours during term time. 
 
 
Pastoral Managers email and direct dial telephone numbers: 
 
Transition, Years 7 and 8 
linda.mccann@stockport-academy.org 0161 362 4226 
Year 9 
caroline.molloy@stockport-academy.org 0161 362 4252 
Years, 10, 11 and IAG 
daniel.cheetham@stockport-academy.org 0161 362 4293 
 

Group emails—faculty addresses 

english@stockport-academy.org 
maths@stockport-academy.org 
science@stockport-academy.org 
humanities@stockport-academy.org 
(includes geography, history, RE) 
technology@stockport-academy.org 
ict@stockport-academy.org 
(includes business studies, computing and ICT) 
expressivearts@stockport-academy.org 
(includes drama, dance, art) 
mfl@stockport-academy.org 
(French and Spanish) 
pe@stockport-academy.org 
 

Contact us: 

Post:  Heathbank Road, Cheadle 

Heath, Stockport SK3 0UP 

Telephone: 0161 286 0330 

Email:  enquiries@stockport-

academy.org 

Twitter:   @sptacademy 

Diary Dates And Contact Details 
Term dates for Autumn 2017 

Tuesday 5th September to Friday 20th October 

 

Monday 23rd October to Friday 27th October 

Half Term 

 

Friday 24th November - Inset Day 

 

Monday 30th October to Thursday 21st December 

(Early closure on the last day of term) 
Follow us on Twitter @sptacademy and visit  

www.stockport-academy.org to keep up to date. 


